Water System Overview

. The Stoney Mountain Watershed is located north of the City of Sheridan on the
Easterly flank of the Oregon Coast Range. The springs emerge near the bottom of the
partially fractured basalt sill. In some areas, collections of large boulders nested at the
transition from basalt to siltstone provide additional water pathways for groundwater. In
the Stoney Mountain vicinity, rainfall measures dating back to 1936 indicate an annual
precipitation average of approximately 77inches.

A Brief History

Over the years, the City of Sheridan has developed numerous water sources and
supply systems. The City’s original water source, La Toutena Mary Springs, dates back
to the early 1900°s. The springs are located on Stoney Mountain, approximately nine
miles north of town. Since development of this source, the City has expanded use of the
- watershed through the development of both surface water and additional springs.
Developed surface water sources include the East and West forks of Baltimore Creek.
With the passage of the 1986 Safe Drinking Water Act Amendment and subsequent
filtration requirements for surface water sources, the City began using the springs
exclusively, and developed additional springs to supplement the supply. Currently there
are six developed springs in the Stoney Mountain Watershed. In the early 1980°s, the
City developed the South Yambhill River as a secondary water source.

Today’s Infrastructure

The City of Sheridan presently supplies potable water to its customers from two
sources, the Stoney Mountain Springs and the South Yambhill River. Raw water from the
Stoney Mountain watershed is transmitted by gravity approximately nine miles south to
the City’s distribution storage reservoirs. The transmission line was originally
constructed in the early 1900°s using wood stave pipe. The pipeline has since been
upgraded and replaced twice and is currently constructed of tar-wrapped steel..

During high demand periods, surface water is withdrawn from the South Yambhill
River through an intake on the north bank of the river. The water is pumped to a water
treatment plant where it is filtered, disinfected, and then mixed with spring water from
the Stoney Mountain sources. Treated surface water is then discharged into thereservoirs
- prior to distribution. The City of Sheridan maintains four distribution system storage
reservoirs. Three are located north of town, adjacent to the water treatment plant. The
fourth is located south of town on Ballston Road. Also included in the water operations
building is a water quality laboratory for treatment process monitoring and control and
office space for administrative work. =~ '

- Long Term Planning
Planning is essential to both public and private sector businesses. The City of

Sheridan has developed a Water System Master Plan in compliance with the requirements
established under the Oregon Administrative Rules for public water systems. The overall



purpose of the Water System Master Plan is to perform a comprehensive analysis of the
City of Sheridan’s water distribution system. This plan identifies system deficiencies,
determines future water distribution system requirements, and recommends water system
facility improvements that correct deficiencies and provide for future system expansion.
The reservoir currently under construction is designed for a capacity of 60 million
gallons, with the capability of expanding to meet future growth and demand. The Water
System Master Plan will provide the City with the necessary guidance for sound
stewardship of the water system in anticipation of near term growth and for growth over
the next twenty years and beyond.

Water Quality

Water from the Stoney Mountain Springs is of very high quality. Turbidity, the
measure of the water’s cloudiness, is typically very low. The water temperature is
normally between 45 and 55 degrees and there is little variation in the ph ranges. Water
from the South Yamhill River is also of good quality. Sheridan’s water supply presently
meets all state and federal regulations. Additional information about the quality of
Sheridan’s drinking water is available in the City’s annual Water Quality Report.



