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Raising chickens in suburban settings offers fresh eggs, waste reduction 

through composting, and educational value for families, but it requires careful 

planning due to space constraints, local regulations, and neighbor relations. 

This guide provides an in-depth exploration of key considerations, expanding 

on the information provided to ensure success for aspiring suburban chicken 

keepers.  

The trend of suburban chicken keeping has grown, driven by sustainability 

movements and rising egg prices, especially highlighted during events like the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Chickens provide fresh, nutritious eggs. However, 

suburban settings pose challenges like noise, odor, and predator risks, 

necessitating careful management  

 

  

  



 

Sheridan's city ordinance 2022-01, allows up to 5 egg-laying hens, prohibits 

roosters, requires a personal-use caretaker, and mandates coops be at least 10 

feet from property lines, not exceeding 150 square feet or 8 feet in height, with 

flocks contained to avoid permit revocation. This example underscores the 

need for compliance, as chickens found at large could lead to permit and legal 

issues.   

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Coop size is crucial, with recommendations of 3-5 square feet per chicken 

inside the coop and 10 square feet in the run.   

Online tools like Chicken Coop Size Calculator help determine space, 

considering factors like breed size (e.g., Australorps need more space than 

Silkies). Coops must be predator-proof, using durable metal wire, and include 

ventilation for temperature regulation, especially in extremes).  

Design essentials include roosting bars (1.5-3 feet high for comfort), nesting 

boxes (one per 3-4 hens, 12x12x12 inches, with bedding like straw or pine 

shavings), and elevated food and water stations to stay clean. Runs should be 

secure against suburban predators like rats and raccoons, common in cities.  

 

  



 

Research suggests beginner-friendly breeds include Rhode Island Red (250-

300 brown eggs annually, hardy, disease-resistant), Sussex (easy care, no 

major health issues), and Barred Plymouth Rock (low maintenance, climate 

versatile). Other options include Whiting True Blue (mild temperament, 280 

eggs annually), Olive Egger (200 olive green eggs), Buff Orpington (friendly, 

280 large brown eggs), Faverolles (cold-tolerant, 250 eggs), Easter Egger 

(colorful eggs, 250 annually), Bantam Sussex Hybrid (docile, 200 eggs), and 

Leghorns (early layers, up to 320 large white eggs)  

Factors to consider include egg color (brown, white, blue, green), production 

rates, and suitability for suburban climates. For example, Orpingtons are fluffy 

and cold hardy, while Leghorns excel in egg production but may be less docile.  

 



 

Raising chicks from day-old requires a brooder setup, as they cannot regulate 

body temperature until 12- 14 days old. Maintain initial temperatures at 95°F, 

decreasing by 5°F weekly, using a heat lamp on one end for temperature 

choice . Provide feeders, waterers, and clean bedding like pine shavings, 

dipping beaks in water initially for hydration, and adding electrolytes and 

probiotics.   

Feed starter crumble with coccidiosis medication, ensuring freshwater access. 

Gradually acclimate chicks outdoors, monitoring health, before moving to the 

coop, a process taking several weeks.  

 

  

  

  

  

  



 

Feed a balanced diet with proteins, vitamins, calcium, and probiotics, using 

elevated stations to prevent contamination. Collect eggs daily to prevent 

breakage, storing them properly for quality. Monitor for illness or parasites, 

implementing biosecurity like clean bedding changes and limiting visitor access 

to reduce disease risk.  

Predator protection is vital, using secure fencing and latches against suburban 

threats like raccoons and hawks, especially at night. Regular coop and run 

cleaning will minimize odor, which is crucial for suburban settings.  

 

 

  



 

Hens typically start laying around 6 months old, producing 3-5 eggs weekly, 

with production varying by breed and season. Egg colors depend on breed. 

This table summarizes breed characteristics, aiding in selection based on 

egg needs and suburban suitability.  

Breed  Annual Egg Production  Egg Color  Notes  

Rhode Island Red  250-300  Brown  Hardy, disease-resistant  

Sussex  Not specified  Brown  Easy care, no major 

issues  

Barred Plymouth Rock  200-280  Brown  Low maintenance, 

climate versatile  

Whiting True Blue  280  Blue  Mild temperament  

Buff Orpington  280  Brown, Large  Friendly, good for pets  

Faverolles  250  Light Brown  Cold-tolerant  

Easter Egger  250  Colorful  Varied egg colors  

Bantam Sussex Hybrid  200  Brown  Docile, smaller size  

Leghorns  Up to 320  White, Large  Early layers, high 

production  



 

Suburban chicken keeping requires good neighbor relations to prevent 

conflicts. Inform neighbors of plans, offering eggs to build goodwill, and 

address concerns about noise and odor. Maintain clean coops with proper 

ventilation to reduce ammonia and comply with regulations to avoid 

complaints.  

Raising suburban chickens involves balancing legal, practical, and social 

factors. By following this guide, ensuring compliance with local laws, planning 

adequate space, choosing suitable breeds, and maintaining good neighbor 

relations, suburban chicken keepers can enjoy fresh eggs and a rewarding 

experience. Seek additional resources for ongoing support and success.  

This guide provides an introductory overview for aspiring suburban chicken 

keepers. Attending the Chicken Education & Permitting event will further 

equip you with the knowledge and resources needed for successful chicken-

keeping.  

For additional support, explore local agricultural extensions, poultry clubs, 

online forums like Backyard Chickens, and books like "Storey's Guide to 

Raising Chickens." Websites such as Chicken Fans, The Happy Chicken Coop, 

and Grubbly Farms offer calculators, breed guides, and care tips. Attending 

events can provide hands-on knowledge and resources.  
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